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MAN CAVES

THROW YOUR OWN
MAD MEN DINNER PARTY




TS ITTHNE T

a 10Hal

ARAGE
»

BACK TO THE CAVE

Interier desigmer Krisly Kmpal
converied this Tour-cor garage
in Rancho Santa Fa inta @ plush
garme Faom dind milpllal ces,

MAN SPACES AS DIFFERENT AND ‘SLICK’ AS THEIR OWNERS

here were a lor of plusses char drew Russ Havens to the
Hr.'rnirlgl;l_m howse he p.-||||._h.|'-|_'|.| weithy sl ]udll; a fewe YEArs
ago. Bur one quality far surpassed the others: its remodeled
garage, the desipnaced sice for his long-awaiced man cave,

“1 goc really lucky,” he says of the space he selected for his
guy-friendly hideaway. "l was a perfect shell. 1t already had
e oy Hosors and deep cibingers,”

Havens plastered che walls with his collection of surf movie posters
from the "50s and "60s, unbowed his excensive ser of sloc cars for display,
hooked up the stereo and hauled in an old computer the family wasn
using, A dorm fridge provides cold dnnks, while a shabby sofa and an
IKEA rug add a touch of warmth

“Tt's all stutf you would never be able to put in the actual house,”
Havens savs: 1 thank ics a solution for ||,||'_1p:. |.4_||_.||'_1I|.*:.—.|r||,| AT EWEN
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becter solution for non-happy couples.”

As Havens realived how much he was ;;rnu:,'irl:_; hig man cave (he calls
it his “decompression chamber”), he figured other guys probably were,
too. In 2009 he launched checkourmygarage.ner, a social neoworking
sice where like-minded men can upload photos of their at-home
getaways. Cavers from as far away as Europe have participaced, showing
iln.1_'l.'l._'l':|-'l;|lirll_?| from banner colleceions eo rire cars and virllaEL' Flg

“Its as umique wo the space as it is to the person,” Havens says of the
man caves on his sie, "Somenmes ics almosr like a licle bovs room—
everything you had then somchow reappears in your cave, like chose
autographed hockey pucks.”

Havens' philosophy is deadedly organic when iz comes o outhiting
his cave. He says everything in it he either collected or received free orar
lowwr cost, And he is seill Wit for a ‘:_EI_H_I'd deal on a TV, a must-have for
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_HUSS HAVEWS, FOUMNOER OF CHE

MAN CAVE TRAPPINGS
= QISCO BALL AND LAYA LAMPS

= POOL AND/OA FODSEALL TABLE
= THEATER SEATING

= THAIM SET

= WOODWORKING BENCH
= ALITO SHOP

= 5THIPPER POLE
Sopree B Ffovens

a fully functional man cave.

'II'I||-.]'|-._ s slick, |h|.:, lose ther Fll_llrll.v he: yh, “Sou've ik £ b
able to not worry so much about spilling and creating a mess. I not, why
not just stay in your howse and ler the family room be the 'man cave,” ™

Nat everyone agrees, When interor designer Tracy Lynn of Style on a
Shoestring was working on a 45 Ranch home necently, she was ashed oo
create 4 MASCAR themed man cave in the howses g I_p||4||n:_|. mp rig|||:l

| The homeowner] loves tw rebuild old cars and he wanred a space
where he could have all his guy friends and his sons over o warch a
sporting event, crack apen a beer and work on the cars,” Lynn says,

Lynn wouldn't divalge the room’s cost, bur she said similar cabinerry,
lighting and Aooring can cost upwards of 320,004, depending an the
rouim's sive and scope.

“Ie's worth it becawse its a sprace wihers I,|1n._:]' can ||;.|||:|' have theidn iy

LIKE A LITTLE BOY'S
REAPPEARS IN YOUR CAVE

= AUTOGRAPHED PHOTOS FROM ATHLETES OR MUSICIANS

= KEGERATOR DR OTHER BEER REFRIGERATIOMN
= MLUSIC SYSTEM—FROM AN IPOD TO SURROUND SOUND

= HAR, FROM STACKED CRATES TO CUSTOM CARVED WOOD
= PINBALL OR MACHINE VINTAGE ARCADE GAME

fin ip-home thealrs W one
of the amenities in thiz
Mormal Heights home,
Tesluired on Pags 43,

Imberior designer Tracy Lynm gaae Ekis 45
Ranch garage a NASCAR-themed makeowver
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5 ROOM—EVERYTHING YOU HAD THEN SOMEH
LIKE THOSE AUTOGRAPHED HOCKEY PUCKS

I THMYGARAGE KET

abour what represenis them and whar they want,” she says.

But compromise goes a long way, too, When Krisoy Kropar of Kropat
Interior Diesign was worang on Richard and Jenniter Kims Rancho Santa
Fe homme, the homemwnens chose to convert their four-car prarape i|||,|,r.|,p|rr||,.
oo, The couple—who met playing posl—agreed on a dark lounge thermne
with s Jq_hmli_., shag ruyes, animal prine sofas and chrome accenes. The
efect, Kropar says, is similar o a nigheclub {photo wp Ich).

“You go into thar ropm, and it doesn't march the house. It feels like
you are geiting away from the normal space,” she says.

‘1 guess thar makes it kind of like a man cave, cxcepe thar in chis case
its o mman and woman's cave,” I':II_:-I'_HI AV with ala u;h.
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